Introduction

Lapsana communis L. subsp. communis is an
Asteraceae included in the tribe of Lactuceae and currently placed into the subtribe Crepidinae (Pak and Bremer, 1995). Its vernacular name "Nipplew ort" is due to the use of the plant in folk medicine up to the twenty century. Fresh juice of stems or fresh leaves were applied as a poultice against chapped nipples or hands (Cazin, 1868) . Leaves and stems are reported in France to possess di uretic and hypoglycemic activities (Leclerc, 1954) . Nipplewort was also eaten in salad, like dandelion (Couplan, 1992) , but today this herb has fallen into oblivion.
The polyphenol constituents of Lapsana com munis have been the object of only a few research studies. The total amount of polyphenols in aerial parts amounts to 5.5% (Carr and Bagby 1987 kova et al., 1970b) were identified in epigeal parts. In the present study, we report the polyphenolic com pounds composition of L. communis subsp. communis samples collected in Touraine (France). The investigation was carried out on aerial parts (leaves, stems, flowers) and on the roots.
Results and Discussion
Eight phenolic compounds were detected in the aqueous EtO H or (M e)2CO extracts of aerial parts of L. communis subsp. communis. The struc tures and occurrence of these compounds are given in Table I Am ong flavonoids only three were isolated in significant amounts in L. communis subsp. com munis. The structures of luteolin (6) and isoquerci-0939-5075/98/1100-1090 $ 06.00 © 1998 Verlag der Zeitschrift für Naturforschung, Tübingen ■ www.znaturforsch.com. D 
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